
The Righteous Brothers – Bill Medley 
(Sept. 19, 1940, baritone) and Bobby Hat-
field (Aug. 10, 1940 - Nov. 5, 2003, tenor) – 
Their “blue-eyed soul” vocal style produced 
songs 1963-1975. The group’s name was 
inspired by a Marine shouting, “That was 
righteous, brothers!” 

Samuel “Sam” Cook (Jan. 22, 1931 - Dec. 
11, 1964) – American gospel, R&B, soul and 
pop singer, song-writer and entrepreneur 
who founded a publishing company and 
record label.  Cooke had 29 top-40 hits 
between 1957 and 1964. 

Bill Haley & The Comets – American band 
that placed nine singles into the Top 20 
between 1954 and 1956 and continued 
until Haley’s death in 1981. The band was 
the earliest group of white musicians to 
popularize rock ‘n roll. 

Elvis Aaron Presley (Jan. 8, 1935 - Aug. 
16, 1977) – Referred to as the “King of 
Rock‘n Roll.”  His music encompassed many 
genres, including country, pop ballads, 
gospel, and blues. He is the best-selling 
solo artist in popular music. 

Eva Marie Cassidy (Feb. 2, 1963 - Nov. 2, 
1996) – American vocalist whose chart 
success began four years after her death, 
starting in Britain and still receiving world-
wide recognition today.  

T-Bone Walker  (May 28, 1910 - March 16, 
1975) – American blues guitarist, singer, 
pianist and songwriter, and one of the 
most important pioneers of the electric 
guitar. Ranked #47 in Rolling Stone’s list of 
The 100 Greatest Guitarists of All Time.

Karen Anne Carpenter (March 2, 1950 - 
Feb. 4, 1983) – American singer and drum-
mer who, with her brother Richard, formed 
the 1970’s duo The Carpenters. Ranked #94 
in Rolling Stone magazine’s list of the 100 
Greatest Singers of All Time. 

Dusty Springfield  (April 16, 1939 - March 
2, 1999) – British soul singer popular in 
America for her distinctively sensual vocals. 

Wilson Pickett (March 18, 1941 - Jan. 19, 
2006) – American R&B, rock ‘n roll, soul 
singer-songwriter known for his raw, raspy, 
passionate vocal delivery.  Over 50 of his 
songs made the US R&B and pop charts. 

Ronald Wayne “Ronnie” Van Zant (Jan. 
15, 1948 - Oct. 20, 1977) – Lead vocalist, 
primary lyricist and a founding member 
Lynyrd Skynyrd. The band’s name was 
created to spite a gym teacher, Leonard 
Skinner, who disapproved of students with 
long hair.

Harold Melvin & the Blue Notes – one of 
the most popular Philadelphia soul groups 
of the 1970’s. Their repertoire included 
soul, R&B, doo-wop, and disco.  Performed 
and recorded until Melvin’s death in 1997. 
The Blue Notes’ most famous member was 
Teddy Pendergrass.

Stevie Ray Vaughan (Oct. 3, 1954 - Aug. 
27, 1990) – American guitarist, singer and 
songwriter. Ranked #7 in Rolling Stone 
magazine’s 2003 list of the 100 Greatest 
Guitarists of All Time, and #3 in Classic Rock 
magazine’s 2007 list of the 100 Wildest 
Guitar Heroes.

James Marshall “Jimi” Hendrix (Nov. 27, 
1942 - Sept. 18, 1970) – American guitarist, 
singer and songwriter considered to be the 
greatest electric guitarist in rock music his-
tory.  Played with Little Richard’s band1964-
1965 and said, “I want to do with my guitar 
what Little Richard does with his voice.”

Sam & Dave – Dave Prater (May 9, 1937- 
April 9, 1988) and Samuel David Moore 
(born Oct. 12, 1935) – American R&B duo 
performing together 1961-1981. They 
brought the sound of black gospel to pop.

John Winston Ono Lennon, (Oct. 9, 1940 
- Dec. 8, 1980) – English rock musician, 
singer-songwriter, author, peace activist 
and member of The Beatles. With Paul Mc-
Cartney, Lennon wrote some of the most 
popular music in rock ‘n roll history.

George Harrison, (Feb. 25, 1943 - Nov. 29, 
2001) – English rock guitarist, 

singer-songwriter, film produc-
er and lead guitarist for The 

Beatles. After the band’s breakup, 
he had a successful career as a solo 
artist and film/record producer. 

James Joseph “Jim” Croce  (Jan. 10, 
1943 – Sept. 20, 1973) – Italian Ameri-

can singer-songwriter. Croce released six 
studio albums and eleven singles. His “Bad, 
Bad Leroy Brown” and “Time in a Bottle” 
were both #1 hits on the Billboard Hot 100 
charts. 

Daniel Grayling Fogelberg (Aug. 13, 1951 
- Dec. 16, 2007) – American singer-song-
writer, composer, and multi-instrumentalist 
who began his music career at age 14.  

The Shirelles – American girl quartet con-
sisting of Shirley Owens, Doris Coley (Aug. 
2, 1941- Feb. 4, 2000), Beverly Lee, and 
Addie ‘Micki’ Harris and the first to have a 
#1 single on the Billboard Hot 100. 

Otis Ray Redding, Jr. (Sept. 9, 1941 – Dec. 
10, 1967) – American soul singer often 
called the “King of Soul”.  Redding died in 
a plane crash at 26, one month before the 
release of his biggest hit, “(Sittin’ On) The 
Dock of the Bay.”

James Joseph Brown (May 3, 1933 - Dec. 
25, 2006) – Recognized as one of the most 
influential figures of 20th century popular 
music. Renowned for his vocals and fever-
ish dancing and called “the hardest work-
ing man in show business”.

Donny Edward Hathaway (Oct. 1, 1945 
- Jan. 13, 1979) – American soul musician 
signed to Atlantic Records in 1969. With his 
first single “The Ghetto, Part I” (1970), Rolling 
Stone magazine “marked him as a major 
new force in soul music.” 

Michael Joseph Jackson (Aug. 29, 1958 - 
June 25, 2009) – American singer, dancer, 
and entertainer, referred to as the “King of 
Pop.” His contributions to music and dance 
made him a prominent global figure in 
popular culture for over four decades.

Marvin Gaye (April 2, 1939 - April 1, 1984) 
– American singer-songwriter and instru-
mentalist with a three-octave vocal range. 
Motown released a compilation of his duos 
with Tammi Terrell (April 29, 1945 - March 
16, 1970) in 1970 shortly after Terrell died of 
a brain tumor at 24. 
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