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OH BOY! BubDDY HOLLY’S BACK IN TOWN!

John Atkins (left) and Will Ragland as Buddy Holly in the 2005 Centre Stage
production of Buddy: The Buddy Holly Story. Both will return for the the 2007 revival.

If there were a Rock n Roll Mount Rushmore, Buddy Holly's face
would be on it, glasses and all. During a career spanning only 18
months, he amassed 145 hits and his influence can be felt in every

rock artist’s work from The Beatles to The Rolling Stones to Bob Dylan.

On July 28,2005, Centre Stage opened its first production of Buddy: The Buddy Holly
Story. Within days, the show began selling out, becoming the biggest blockbuster hit in
the theater’s history up to that time.

This year, by overwhelming popular demand, Buddy will return to Centre Stage July
19 — August 18, again featuring Will Ragland, one of the Upstate’s most recognizable
and respected entertainers, as Buddy Holly. This musical bio follows Buddy and the
Crickets from their first on-air revolutionary performance to‘the day the music died"on
February 3, 1959. The tall lanky kid from Lubbock, Texas brought us That'll Be the Day,
Pegqy Sue, Oh Boy, Rave On and It5 So Fasy.

Buddy will be directed by Betsy Bisson, a professional actress and mainstage
director at Flat Rock Playhouse, the State Theater of North Carolina. Her co-director is
Gene Kreelic, a principal of OMG Studios (theomgstudios.com) where Edwin McCain
recorded his most recent album. OMG is releasing a Buddy Holly tribute (D featuring
Will Ragland and produced by Grammy Award-winner Noel Golden. The CD will be sold
at Horizon Records and in the theater lobby during the run of the show.

Will Ragland’s last appearance as Holly garnered the “Best Actor in a Local
Production”award in The Beat’s 2005 Best of the Beat. Will is a Greenville native and a
veteran of over 30 productions in North and South Carolina. He was last seen at Centre

Stage as many strange characters in The Mystery of Irma
Vep. He's also appeared as Archibald Craven in The Secret
Garden, Hook in Peter Pan and Fagin in Oliver! at the South
Carolina Children’s Theatre and as Cinderella’s Prince and the
Wolfin Into the Woods at the Greenville Little Theatre.

Buddy: The Buddy Holly Story is exclusively sponsored
by IMI. The show opens July 19, 2007 and will run for 23
performances (every Wednesday through Sunday)
through August 18, 2007. We anticipate a sellout
attendance of approximately 6,000 from across the region, Will Ragland
50 patrons are urged to make reservations early.

On the walls: Rockin’ Color

Centre Stage, in partnership with the Metropolitan Arts Council (MAC) is proud
to present the works of Dabney Mahanes and Julie Hughes Shabkie, two of
the Upstate's finest artists. The title of the exhibit is “Rockin’ Color” and the opening
reception is July 13, 2007 from 6:30 until 9 p.m. “Rockin’ Color”will be on display from
July 13 through September 17, 2007, free and open to the public 2-6 p.m. Tuesdays
through Fridays.

We partner with MAC throughout the season, pairing a new exhibit with each
production. All proceeds from the sale of works at Centre Stage go to the artists.

On the menu: Rockin’ dinner deal

Larkin’s on the River serves award winning steaks, L ARKIN’'S

fresh seafood and great wines with professional service. ON THE
They're also offering an exclusive dinner deal for Centre \‘—/'/:[2

Stage patrons during the run of Buddy. Just call Larkin's for IVER
reservations at 864.467.9777 and mention the Buddy

AGED STEAKS » FRESH FISH » OLD WINE

Holly Dinner Deal to take advantage of the special pre-show menu for patrons of Centre
Stage. Larkin's is behind the Peace Center, a short walk from Centre Stage.

"..asolidtriumph . .. had audiences dancing in the aisles and
screaming for more . . . Fueling the mania was Will Ragland in
the performance of a lifetime as the bespectacled rocker . .. a
landslide for Will Ragland and Centre Stage ... Rave on!”

Best of The Beat - November 8, 2005

TRIBUTE CD TO BE RELEASED

OMG Studios of Greenville, in partnership with Centre Stage, will soon release
a Buddy Holly Tribute (D featuring Will Ragland performing the music of Buddy
Holly and produced by Grammy Award-winner Noel Golden. This
(D will be on sale at all performances and available at Horizon
Records. A (D release party is slated for Saturday, July 21 at 3
p.m. at the Bohemian Café adjacent to Horizon Records at the
corner of North Main and Stone. (all 235.7922 for details.

This is the first time that a professionally-produced music
(D has been released in conjunction with a major musical
theatrical production in the Upstate. Go to our website
(centrestage.org) for an mp3 preview of the (D .
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JOIN TODAY FOR A FULL YEAR OF FANTASTIC FUN

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATIONS ARE AVAILABLE AT
THE THEATER AND ONLINE AT CENTRESTAGE.ORG

What better way to commemorate /\PGE SOUT/y

25 years of theater than a year-long és‘-"
anniversary celebration? Here are six v]
terrific ways for you to find out just how
much fun an evening (or an afternoon)
at the theater can be ...

The Fantasticks — (October 11-27, 2007) Try

to Remember, Soon Its Gonna Rain, They Were

You .. .Tom Jones and Harvey Schmidt's wonderful classic is the longest-running show
in New York theater history — 43 years — and last produced at Centre Stage during

our 1986-1987 season. Rediscover the delicious optimism of youth, the clarion call of
romance and the “mystery of the reaping of the grain”in this timeless tale of love .. .
“better far than a metaphor can ever, ever be.” Directed by Ben. P Robinson.

It's A Wonderful Life: A Live Radio Play — (November 29 - December 16, 2007)
Turn back the clock to the 19405 and set the dial for a double dose of holiday nostalgia.
Joe Landry’s fast-paced spin on the Frank Capra holiday classic hearkens back to

the golden age of radio when families gathered round the radio for wholesome
entertainment. The much-loved story of simple goodwill, community, and cheer in the
face of hardship. Perfect for the whole family! Director TBA.

Sylvia — (January 10-26, 2008) A.R. Gurney's romantic comedy about a marriage and
adog.".. one of the most involving, beautiful, funny, touching and profound plays I've
ever seen,"said the VY Daily News."Gurney’s mad comedy is the most endearing good
time to trot down the pike in many a moon. Howlingly funny,” agreed Backstage. A
street-smart mixture of Lab and Poodle, Sylvia becomes a major bone of contention
between husband and wife. Directed by John Fagan.

Wait Until Dark — (February 28 - March 15, 2008) Last produced by Centre Stage
during our 1984-1985 season, Frederick Knott's suspense thriller introduces us to a
woman recently blinded and still struggling to adapt. When her husband unknowingly
leaves her alone with a childs doll containing contraband, she's preyed upon by a
cunning psychopath named Roat, bent on recovering the contraband at any price. A
psycho-drama with a chilling climax. Directed by David Sims.

Crimes of the Heart — (June 5-21, 2008) The first play to win the Pulitzer prize
before its Broadway premiere, Beth Henley's Crimes of the Heart is a"Southern Gothic”
comedy, the story of three sisters swimming against a floodtide of personal tragedy in
a small Mississippi town. With the wry humor for which she is now so famous, Henley
later said of her success, “I'll never have to work in a dog-food factory again.” Last
performed at Centre Stage during our 1983-84 season. Directed by Ben P Robinson.

Tomfoolerly — (August 7-23, 2008) Just in time for the 2008 election season. Four
actors, four stools, a piano and a healthy dose of attitude are all we'll need to entice
you into the witty, wicked offbeat and thoroughly twisted world of famed satirical
songwriter Tom Lehrer. In concerts, television appearances and now-classic recordings,
Lehrer has delighted millions of fans with his cynical but good-humored attacks on
everything from the military to the political to the social. Directed by Chip Egan.

GREAT VALUE, FLEXIBILITY ... AND FUN!
Value: Membership costs $125 for adults, $110 for seniors and $75 for students.
Flexibility: Use your tickets in any combination you choose (limit 2 per musical).
Fun: Six great plays for the price of 5, plus parking privileges and more!
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STANDING OVATIONS
quid Croshy, photographer extraordinaire and SN QD@QH'OT

proprietor of a great new café called Snapshot on

Poinsett Highway, has been preserving our productions Wk

for posterity for many years. This year, we've enlisted him in our marketing efforts and the
results are fabulous. His photography graced the posters for Guided Tour, as well as the
season brochure graphic you see above . (It says“fun!”) Special thanks to Kim Granner,
photo stylist, for our season “look” and the South Carolina Children’s Theatre.

Welcome to Anna Beth Bonney, a student at Furman University. Annabeth is our
full-time summer intern and she’s featured in the season graphic above (says“fun!”).
Welcome also to Betsey Courtnay, our technical intern from North Greenville University.

Those of you who've been to the theater since May have noticed
‘ l that our patio is now nearly complete, thanks to Marshall Clarke

who spearheaded the major improvements made to date. Steve
Pynne, whose techno-mojo is

very strong indeed, has solved more computer-related ®

problems for us than you could shake a memory stick ol Lo At Caaiiiiion
at. Our patrons who have ears will be glad to hear

that assistive listening and sound systems are being installed at the theater thanks to a
generous grant from The Graham Foundation.

mefropaliianartscouncil
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